Enantioselective conjugate addition employing 2-heteroaryl titanates and zinc reagents.
A general strategy for the conjugate addition of 2-heteroaryl nucleophiles to cyclic enones, unsaturated lactones, and unsaturated lactams in high enantioselectivities and yields is reported. The use of 2-heteroaryl titanates and zinc reagents offers a practical alternative to 2-heteroarylboronic acids, which are prone to undergo protodeboronation.